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Scotiabank Foundation fundsresearch lab at Northern Caribbean University

Scotiabank Jamaica Foundation (SJF) and Northern Canlitheiversity (NCU)
recently partnered to establish Agricultural Researsbrktories at NCU’s Mandeville
campus, providing local farmers with access to much neteséidg, measurement, and
assessment services.



The 3 research labs were equipped through a $10 ngHant from SJF,
affirming and boosting the research initiatives on gotirtipe central Jamaica based
university. The official opening of the state of the aciliity was done by President and
CEO of Scotia Jamaica Bruce Bowen and Executive iredtthe SJF Mrs. Joylene
Griffiths-Irving and the NCU administrators.

“The establishment of this facility is the ficf its kind in the English speaking
Caribbean, and this further position NCU as a centrenfarvation and research, and
particularly in research that is relevant and hasatliand immediate benefit to the
community,” Mr Bowen said in his pre-ribbon cutting address.

The head of the Canadian based financial institutiomeied the audience that
though many persons know the real issues affecting Jartt@gado more talking rather
than getting into action.

He added: “NCU is known for getting things done. This tagtin has quietly
gone about getting things done, they talk less and do mesause they know that talk is
cheap and what defines leadership is the ability to getdliage without pointing
fingers.”

The opening of the Agri-Research Laboratories wasécond collaborative
venture undertaken by SJF and NCU in recent years; SFDihdonated $9.6 million to
the University's Endowment Fund and Computer Community Outrieéexmgramme to
make tertiary education accessible to the needy anddegtamputer literacy to the
surrounding communities.

The SJF grant enables the provision of full servierations for the farmers of
this region, and as local farmers tap into the neaunees made available at NCU it is
envisioned that agricultural practices will be strengédeand improved. NCU continues
to be a medium of development and community upliftmetitédoenefit numerous
communities, through its Community Counselling and Resterdtistice Centre, Morris
Entrepreneurship Centre, and special projects aimed @hgdarmers to rehabilitate
mined out bauxite lands of central and rural Jamaica hasvthe use of enhanced
farming techniques such as green housing.

Bowen emphasized, “mid-island Jamaica is the lafgestucer of agricultural
products in the country, it is therefore fitting thag tlesearch centre is located in this
region. We look forward to the contribution of the wbdee to advancing development
of a modern, efficient and internationally compeétagricultural sector.”

NCU administrators welcomed the initiative to partwéh SJF, to provide for
the many communities that are served by the Universityedl as providing well needed
practical training for research students at NCU. Assesi@e-president of Academic
Administration with responsibility for Graduate Studséesl Research, Dr. Paul Gyles,
while leading the team in a demonstration highlighted sointiee mandates of the labs.

“The equipment purchased with the SJF grant allows NCdd the following
tests in the Agri Research labs: provide tests for ttectien of pesticide residues on
agricultural products locally and for export, testingrfocroorganisms, for caloric
content of agricultural products and juices, and testirgpibind its content among
others,” shared Gyles.

The lab will provide scientific research to assistldarmers in making quality
yielding decisions and improve their production potentialUNi©ntinues to support the
‘grow what you eat and eat what you grow’ mandate beiogpigated by the Ministry



of Agriculture, in support of local farmers.

There are additional far reaching implications resuliam the establishment of
the research facility, as the search persists sustainable economic growth solution for
Jamaica. Detailed and scientific analysis of the faaddfood production and the
Jamaican diet will be greatly enhanced. With many uegdlareas and ideas in local
agriculture, stakeholders and investor should be keen to maladf tie resources
available at NCU.
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